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PRESS RELEASE: 19.6.70 • 
FROM: THE DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINISTER OP WORKS ( MR. CORCORAN ). 
SUBJECT: WATER RATINGS. 
"The new Government has had its hands tied by the Hall Government 
over the matter of water ratings," the Deputy Premier and Minister 
of Works (Mr. Corcoran) said today. 
"We have discovered that on the 23rd February the previous 
Government agreed to adopt new property valuations which had 
been reviewed and revised by the Chief Government Valuer, and on 
which would be based water and sewerage rates throughout the 
metropolitan area and some major country towns." 
Mr. Corcoran said, "The Hall Government decided that the new 
assessments would go out, but that no public announcement was 
to be made." 
"These new assessments have already gone out." 
"The new Government is now faced with this position which will 
unfortunately lead to increases in amounts paid for water and 
sewerage for many people during the coming year." 
"The previous Government decided that this would not be told 
to people, but would be kept quiet until after the election. 
On taking office we were informed of this, and having examined 
the positi 
on we believe that what the new assessments mean must 
be made public. We will not be dishonest in this". 
Mr. Corcoran said that the situation- will mean that the average 
suburban land holder will pay an extra #10 to $12 a year, but 
the individual effect will depend on the increased valuation of 
the particular property and in some cases the increase payable 
could be higher." 
"But if he is now paying excess water rates, he will get more 
water for his total water rate outlay and so there will not be 
much difference at all to his water charges." 
"However, if a land holder is not paying excess water then this 
will not apply and the extra amount to pay cannot be offset in 
any way." 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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2. 
"The Committee to study all aspects of water rating systems, 
which was set up by the previous Government and whose Chairman 
is Mr. A.K. Sangster' Q.C., is being continued by the present 
Government in the hope that a better system of water rating 
can be applied." 
"The Committee is currently taking evidence from interested 
parties and I hope to have its recommendations before me shortly." 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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